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more obedience but the spirit of religion, a recognition of
those supreme ends of life to which science and organization,
discipline and obedience are to be harnessed.

Fortunately religion in China has not been ecclesias-
ticism. It k not ruled by dogmas. It is a tone, a temper,
an atmosphere, charged with the belief in the reality of spi-
ritual life which is superior to the ordinary life of pleasure
and profit. A variety of tendencies and opinions exist side by
side in a setting of spiritual conciliation. The true nobility
of outlook characteristic of the Chinese is the result of their
conviction, that religion is not so much a matter for rational
discussion as of direct expression in life, through words and
deeds. Religion is not established by argument but is revealed
by life. The poets and the prophets, the saints and the
mystics reveal, in the only way that is finally convincing to the
philosopher or the man in the street, the primacy of faith.
A Socrates or a Buddha, a Jesus or a Paul., by his unstudied
directness and spontaneity in refusing to toe the line of expe-
diency, carries conviction to the people at large. They illustrate
by their lives that they possess the inaccessible knowledge of
God and have the unflinching courage to put it into practice.

With the large majority of people, religion does not
mean ascetic discipline, fasting and other such quietings of
the body. If it is the mark of a religious man to love God
more than anything else, to renounce everything for His
sake, to think that all the sweet things of life are well lost
if only he may attain to God, then the Chinese are not a
religious people. There have been among them quite a few
souls who satisfy this standard, who have an engrossing
-sense of God, who seek their good more in contemplation
than in action, who long to live the life of solitaries and wish
to cultivate their soul, released from social pressure. For the
large majority of the Chinese people, however, the purpose
of religion is to produce a gentle, tolerant and enlightened
temper. If our emotions and ideas fall into harmony, we
are happy; if they are chaotic and disordered, we are un-
happy. The cultivation of the inward life is an essential